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May 31, 2017 
 

GPPSD special announcement regarding calendar and bussing 
School year calendar for 2017-2018 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – In a special meeting of the Board of Trustees held Tuesday, May 30, 
2017 at GPPSD Central Office, Trustees accepted a recommendation put forward by 
Superintendent, Sandy McDonald to change the District’s calendar structure for the 2017-2018 
school year. 

In the calendar structure approved by the Board, the start, end, and major breaks in the school 
year will remain the same. The current calendar structure sees students dismissed at the noon 
break every Friday. Beginning in September, students in all GPPSD schools will attend for the 
full day every Friday, with the exception of one or two full-day Fridays established as non-
instructional days each month. On those days, teachers will attend to school improvement 
planning, engage in ongoing professional development and collaborate in teams to review 
evidence of student learning for the purpose of informing their professional practice. 

A key factor contributing to the decision is the recent agreement reached between the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association and the provincial Teacher Employer Bargaining Association (TEBA).   

“Our District had looked at a calendar that consisted of full-day collaborative time two years ago 
but we were unable to implement it at that time,” said Superintendent McDonald 

“The recent agreement ratified by the Alberta Teachers’ Association and School Boards will 
allow us to increase the number of instructional hours students receive in a year while at the 
same time supporting our teachers and administrators to work collaboratively to support 
improvement.” said Superintendent McDonald 

Board Chair, John Lehners, believes this change is good for families and still supports teachers 
to work collaboratively to address student needs. “Our Board is proud of the work our teachers 
do and we continue to believe their work makes a difference for students. This change to our 
calendar is one more support to help every student succeed.” 

Details next year’s calendar will be finalized and taken to the Board for approval at their next 
meeting. As more specific information is available, it will be shared with parents online and 
through newsletters and emails. 

Additionally, the Board also directed Administration to revise the limits used to calculate who 
qualifies for free bussing in ECS to grade 3. Beginning in September, ECS to Grade 3 students 
who live 1.7 km or more away from their schools will qualify for free bussing. This positive 
change by the Board will provide free bussing to more young GPPSD students. The current limit 
of 2.4 km will remain for students in grades 4-12. As always, for students who live within the 
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limit, parents may apply to pay for bussing, if it is available. To apply for a bus pass, or for more 
information, visit the GPPSD website and/or call 780-532-4491 to speak with the Transportation 
Coordinator. cli.re/gppsdtransportation 

About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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